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Jennifer Chau, a name which is not new to
me, is famous for her contributions as the
chairperson of the HKIPP. Some people
describe her as an interesting person with

a great sense of humour. Some of my col-
leagues recently told me that she joined the
‘Leica Test Drive Program’. Having heard
about the name more and more from all of
the above, it was a pleasure to finally meet
her personally for a real chat.

Creating the beauty of art
through lighting

Jennifer is a full-time professional photog-
rapher. | have seen many of the pictures

she took for Sotheby’s auctions inside her
studio, including shots of valuable jewels, fine
watches and classic antiques which could be
cropped and compiled into a priceless valu-
able portfolio of work.

When asked about why she likes Still Life
Photography that much, Jennifer replied, “The
main challenge of still life photography is to
grasp the lighting. Photographers often use
all types of techniques, together with their
input of creativity and imaginative power. To
reflect the most perfect view of the objects
to the frame is the greatest task of all for

a professional photographer.” Jennifer has
succeeded in achieved these objectives with
stunning ease. She believes that the photog-
rapher should fully utilise the equipment to

hand and get the best out of it for the best
productivity, in order to capture such scenes
in the frame, rather than building them by
photo editing. Of her collection of master-
pieces, only a very few works required any
additional post-processing. Sometimes, due
to the tight working schedule and immediate
variables, Jennifer was only able to take a
single shot of her subject.

Professional photography
requires a passion for life

In the real world, Jennifer thinks that all things
happen to be very positive and often appear
with great joy. “Photographers should insist
on maintaining a great deal of passion and
concern towards life, and uses their five
senses to tease the true feelings and emo-
tions out of it, in order to capture the best
photo.” says Jennifer.

Since she was a child, Jennifer has been
studying drawing and her parents also ar-
ranged a good teacher for her. Jennifer also
attended some cooking courses in the Home
Management Center during her teenage
years. Jennifer just makes her best effort in
everything she decides to do.

“What triggers you to walk up this road and
become a professional photographer?” |
asked. “It all started back during Form 2 of
my secondary school life. During my first
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experience in a dark room, | felt so excited
when we worked on processing and film de-
veloping, and this built a solid foundation for
my dream career: to become a professional
photographer.” Later, Jennifer found that her
childhood drawing lessons gave her a solid
foundation in lighting and reflections, and the
application of these techniques was also a
great help in her study of photography.

With average results on the HKCEE, Jennifer
decided to obtain further training in Fine Art
& Photography. “However, at that time, there
was no special training in that field, so | tried
to apply for further study in the US. | made a
nice portfolio and presented it to the staff of
the Consulate General of the United States.
Luckily, they liked my artwork very much and
gave me a visa to the country.”

A aerious attitude leads to
freedom in the work arena

In order to become a professional photog-
rapher, Jennifer worked whole-heartedly to
complete junior college with very satisfac-
tory results, It was then that she entered

the famous Art Centre College of Design
Pasadena and graduated with nearly full
marks. “School life training was actually
quite tough! The stress one needed to cope
with was unbelievable. Not to mention it was
the second best state university in town.
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Creativity is supposed to be something free,
but teachers often set certain house rules
oreven a full set of criteria while neither
marking nor judging their students’ work. Un-
satisfactory works must inevitably reach the
‘re-do’ stage. Punctuality was also a ‘must’
for submitting homework as well as attending
classes. Some classmates gave up their stud-
ies after one or two semesters, and half of my
original classmates had disappeared by the
time | graduated.”

The Key to Success: Time
Management!

After she graduated, Jennifer chose to start
her career life in Canada, instead of the US. “I
became a boss by setting-up a home office,
and there weren’t any other staff to spur me
on. Nevertheless, | did set some house rules
for myself to follow. | made myself sit down at
my desk at 8:30am everyday and make cold
calls to potential clients. | even set a certain
target for myself, which was to achieve a
certain number of replies until | put a stop to
the cold-calling and called it a day,” Jennifer
explained. “Luckily, | did manage to have
enough jobs to deal with every day, although
| know the main reason | got so much work
was that | had graduated from a famous
university and customers often think “fresh”
people have new ideas in life.” Gradually, my
client list grew bigger and bigger and | even
garnered some big corporate clients.” Such
projects include HSBC’s development in the

Canada's market. Every shot was taken by
Jennifer’s herself exclusively, and this was a
unique experience for such a green photogra-
pher back then, Jennifer explained.

Keep Moving forward

During those & years in Canada, life was
quite pleasant and Jennifer gradually built

her reputation. However, Jennifer decided to
emigrate back to Hong Kong, the place where
she was born. “It was such a relaxing 6 years
of life back in Canada, but | had an urge to
move ahead and face new challenges. There
is one true saying about being a human be-
ing, one needs to move forward continuously,
and being together with my family played an
important role in this decision.

In 1991, Jennifer established her own studio
named “Chau Studio Limited”, which has
continued to the present day. “l was not used
to the Hong Kong work life and style when

| first came back. | was uncomfortable with
the way people deal with business, notto
mention the major obstacles | was forced
to deal with in my own business.” However,
Jennifer’s passion and stubborn perfection-
ism, her mixed cultural background with
both Eastern and Western influences, and
her openness to share her creativity and
concepts made the path smoother for her.
From her initial client base of companies
like McDonalds, Starbucks, Pizza Hut and
Café de Coral, to her bigger accounts such

as Emperor Jewel, Chow Sang Sang, and
Sotheby’s auctioneers, and from food shots
to fine jewellery sessions, Jennifer is always
an achiever with no limitations. To be a suc-
cess is her only goal.

Jennifer Chau Travelog

Last October, Jennifer brought her Leica

M8 and Elmarit-M21,/2.8 on a second trip
to Yunnan. When asked why the M8, she
answered, “Mainly for its compact size and
convenience. The M8 is a small camera, and
it provides great thinking space for oneself.
Indeed, it paved the way for a better relation-
ship between me and the local residents.
Sometimes | purposely wait for things to
happen and capture it on camera, rather than
snapping people from a great distance like a
paparazzi stalker,” she says.

“| was once in an especially dark environ-
ment, and the Leica lenses still brought the
layers of darkness into my sight. Such a sce-
nario brought a great deal of pleasure to me.
Not to mention the stunning colours, Leica
has its own unique value and standards when
it comes to professional photography.”

“On the other hand, | am personally attracted
to all sorts of changes in lighting. You can
say | have a lighting fetish! Being a still life
photographer, | should bring back all the light
and layers bit by bit to the studio and apply
them to my works,” Jennifer concluded.

The “Jennifer Chau Travelog” will be exhibited at
the Schmidt Marketing Photo Gallery from today
until September 30th, 2009. Visitors are welcomed
to the show during office weekday hours.

[ Jennifer Chaujik ¥ 52

6.jpg

HENA®ZEIA30A @ it [RFEHEMR
M B BARBARHAEERR

P15






&350

EBEH  FEIE M ennifer 2T Hicool) » {BAESIIIRINY » R —IHFFILRIS - WEBRM
TRER AT REENANESEET —E - BREY -

SFERE ) WIGERERN  RSTEE—RINER - BiisEUNIIERE - IR
PIRItIES TRIMATES » LEANFITERNERARSKZER - RS —8 - 15
EREREATINGISE - £RYWPESENAIL - EMMFAES - [BfERmRER
BEES !

Writer’s note

Jennifer has a charismatic, yet cool personality, which is most apparent when she is not smil-
ing. It was a great pleasure to have had an up-close and personal interview session with her.
Her willingness to talk and share her experience has enabled me to walk through her life in
vidid colour.

I truly believe Jennifer’s passion for art has only grown stronger since her childhood. She has
obviously achieved a significant degree of success in what she does, yet she remains very
open-minded and easy-going while dealing with all types of people. Forinstance, she wouldn’t
mind sitting down and having a meal with people she doesn’t know and talking about anything
with them.

Most importantly, her spontaneous passion towards a particular subject never fails her. She
would rather be in an Italian restaurant somewhere inside a small village in Italy and learn the
basics of Italian food by tasting authentic Italian cuisine and experiencing the rich local culture
at the same time. To quote her, “the origins of Art lie within our lives.”

Jennifer Chau
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Jennifer Chau was born in Hong Kong. After receiving her Bachelor of Fine Arts in photography
from the Art Center College of Design Pasadena, LA, she moved to Vancouver BC and ran a
photo studio for five years. In 1991, she moved back to Hong Kong and established “Chau
Studio Ltd.” She was the president of HKIPP from 2002-2004. Jennifer specialises in still life
photography and she has a passion for jewellery and food photography. She uses special light-
ing techniques to bring out depth and create the mood for a still object, just as a painter works
with a paint brush on a canvas.
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